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“Writing allows us to turn chaos into 

something beautiful, to frame selected 

moments in our lives, to uncover and to 

celebrate the organizing patterns of our 

existence” (Calkins, 1986, p.3).
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Vision

To develop young children into

successfully literate learners.



Provide  strong routines
Provide appropriate tools
Provide great models of writing
Provide an environment of 

encouragement and support



 Routines described as a, “shared socially 
scripted patterns of behavior, serving to 
reduce the cognitive complexity of the 
instructional environment.”

Routines help establish and rehearse 
procedures for instruction to continue 
fluidly and efficiently. (Leinhardt, 

G., Weidman, C & Hammond, K. M. 1987)





Components of Writer’s Workshop

Mini-lesson
5 to 15 min.

Student 
Independent 

Writing
&

T/S Conferences
10-30 minutes

Sharing
5-15 minutes
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Components of Writer’s Workshop
Student Independent Writing

&
T/S Conferences

10-30 minutes
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Components of Writer’s Workshop
Sharing

5-15 minutes
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Lesson Structure and 
Pacing



Vygotskian approach of using tools or 
strategies to support the development of 
early literacy, including meta-cognitive and 
meta-linguistic skills to build foundational 
literacy skills. (Bodrova, E., & Leong, D. J., 2006)



Stage 1

• Learning occurs through multiple repetitions

• Establishing  daily routine formats, ex. Writer’s 
Workshop

Stage 2

• Introduction to symbols and tools specific to 
context

• Modeling  and using scaffolding materials

Stage 3

• Use of tools becomes independent; Tools seen as 
external mediators

• Modeled writing charts

Stage 4

• Internalization of information occurs

• No use for external tools

Bodrova & Leong, 200612





Teacher Planning Materials
 Notebook or Folders
 Paper (specific for the genre)

 Word Wall
 Anchor Chart
 Pacing Guide
 Planning Sheet



Teacher Planning Materials
 Notebook or Folders



Teacher Planning Materials
 Paper (specific for the genre)



Teacher Planning Materials
 Word Wall



Teacher Planning Materials
 Anchor Charts



Teacher Planning Materials
 Pacing Guide (District Provided)

 Planning Chart



Student Writer’s folder
 2 pocket folder
 Not Finished
 Finished
Alphabet Chart 
Word Chart 

Writing Paper
Writing Utensils
 Markers
 Crayons
 Coloring Pencils
 Pencils



Planning Rubric
Standards 

and 
Objectives

Teacher 
Content 

Knowledge

Activities 
and 

Materials



Modeling: Teacher using 
clear demonstrations and 
explicit language. (Benchmark 
Education, 2012)

What the 

child knows

What the 

child needs 

to know

Zone of 

Proximal 

Development



Frey, 2011









•Textbook Writing Series

•TRWP Curricular 

Calendar 



Presenting Instructional 
Content





 “Observe and interview to understand 
what the child is trying to do as a 
writer. Probe to glean more about the 
child’s intentions.” (Calkins, 2003)

https://vimeo.com/30092813

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ILGVIHoZo-w
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Anecdotal Recording

Means of Assessment

Authentic



Motivate
Academic 
Feedback

Teacher 
Knowledge 
of Students
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Questions, Comments, 
Thoughts, or Ideas
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What is one aspect of this session that you can take with 
you and implement in your own practice?
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Provide  strong routines
Provide appropriate tools
Provide great models of writing
Provide an environment of 

encouragement and support



Contact Dr. Jill Leonard

jillleonard484@gmail.com

@jilltleonard
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